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Town of Camden 

Select Board Meeting 
December 15, 2015  

 
Minutes 

 
Present:  Select Board Chair John French and Select Board Members Don White, Leonard 
Lookner, Martin Cates and James Heard, Town Attorney Kristin Collins, Town Manager Pat 
Finnigan and members of the public. 

 
1. Call to Order  

 
Chair John French called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 
2. Citizen Comments (for items not on the agenda) 

 
Marc Ratner, the Chair of the Camden Opera House Committee reported that the Opera 
House has updated its web site, and the second annual Family Fun Film program would be  
starting on Dec. 29 and continuing through the winter.    
 
Stephen Widdecomb, a resident of 19 Sagamore Farm Road, requested that the Town take 
over maintenance of the road leading to his and a neighbor’s house.  When he purchased 
the property, he received a private right of way to go over Town-owned land.  He said the 
Town grades it once a year, but he and his neighbor have to pay for the snow plowing.  He 
said that the Town owns the land the road goes over and therefore he thinks the Town 
should be responsible for maintaining the road.  Attorney Kristin Collins said that although 
the land is owned by the Town that does not make it a public way or road.   
 

3. Approval of Select Board Minutes of December 8, 2015 
 
Martin Cates made a motion to approve the Minutes.  The motions was seconded by Don 
White.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
4. New Business 
 
A. Approval of Curtis Island Caretaker Agreement.  The Select Board considered the 

renewal of the Curtis Island Caretaker Agreement with Dee Dee Conover and her son 
David Conover.  The family has been the volunteer caretakers of Curtis Island and the 
Lighthouse for the past 35 years.    
 
Leonard Lookner made a motion to renew the 3-year Caretaker Agreement with the 
Conovers through 2018.   Don White seconded the motion.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
B.   Sale of Tax Acquired Property located at 6 Gosses Hill Road to Midcoast Habitat for    

Humanity.  The Town Manager reported that this property was acquired by the Town due 
to non-payment of taxes.  The Select Board had discussed selling this parcel and then 
considered whether this property could be an opportunity to build an affordable home for 
a family to help meet the Town’s goal to provide more housing options for people with  
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moderate income levels.   The Town contacted Midcoast Habitat for Humanity to see if 
they would be interested in building a home on this property.   The Town Manager said the 
Executive Director of Midcoast Habitat, Tia Anderson, as well as Board President Jay 
Fischer and Board member Paul Cavalli were in attendance to answer any questions form 
the Select Board. 
 
Tia Anderson said the Midcoast Habitat Board was very interested in turning the property 
into a home and they were excited about this opportunity.  She said the Board wanted to 
be a good neighbor and would remove the dilapidated mobile home located on the site as 
soon as possible, perhaps as soon as Jan. 31, 2016. 
 
The Board discussed whether Jan. 31 was realistic and whether there should be some 
flexibility.  Bill Buchholz who is a neighbor urged the Select Board not to have a specific 
deadline since winter weather could hold them up.  He said the Select board should allow 
Midcoast Habitat to proceed with the project at a reasonable pace. 
 
Martin Cates made a motion to authorize the Town Manager to execute a Purchase and 
Sale Agreement to sell the property located at 6 Gosses Hill Road for $1 to Habitat for 
Humanity and that the structure would be removed by January 31, but this date could be 
extended by the Town Manager if necessary.   The motion was seconded by Don White.  
The motion passed 5-0. 

 
C.   Public Hearing on application of Stuart Smith, d/b/a Bay View Street Inn at 16 Bay  

View Street for a Special Amusement Permit.  Matthew Levin, the Director of 
Operations for the hotel, said the permit was to allow music at receptions and weddings.  
Mr. Levin said the primary area would be the banquet room.  He answered questions from 
the Select Board regarding potential noise concerns if the hotel allowed parties on the roof 
top deck.  Mr. Levin explained that any music would be low background music.  He said 
that the hotel owners would not want loud music or noise disturbances since they own 
adjacent hotels and restaurants where people would not want to be disturbed.  
 
Leonard Lookner made a motion to approve the Special Amusement Permit for  the 
16 Bay View Street hotel.  The motion was seconded by James Heard.  The motion passed 
5-0. 

 
D.   Approval of application from Dante Murray to use the Village Green on December 23 

from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. for Christmas caroling.  Don White made a motion to approve 
the application. Jim Heard seconded the motion.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
E.  Approval of 2016 Select Board Meeting Calendar.  Martin Cates made a motion to  

approve the 2016 Select Board Meeting Calendar.  Don White seconded the notion.  The 
motion passed 5-0. 

 
5. Communications, Presentations, and Recognitions.   A Work Group comprised of 

Planning Board member John Scholz, Police Chief Randy Gagne, and Dennis McGuirk has 
researched noise regulations and ordinances and issues related to noise. John Scholz 
presented the Work Group’s report to the Select Board with the understanding that the  
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report would be fully discussed at a workshop when all interested persons could attend.  
The Board asked a number of questions but reserved additional discussion for a future 
workshop. 

 
6.  Select Board Member Reports.  Don White wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a 

happy New Year.  Leonard Lookner asked the Town Manager about the status of the bid 
package for the inner harbor float project.  The Town Manager said the bid package would 
be out before the end of this month.  Jim Heard reported that he had the opportunity to 
walk the newest section of the Riverwalk (the Seabright Trail) with Coastal Mountain land 
Trust Executive Director Ian Stewart and he commended the people involved in building 
it.  

 
 
7. Town Manager Report.  The Town Manager reported that although we had not had any 

snow fall yet, winter was coming and the Public Works crews were busy preparing the 
equipment so they would be ready with winter arrived. She reported that a push button 
door opener had been installed on the south side of the Town Office to make access into 
the building easier for persons in wheelchairs or with a handicap.  She also gave the Board 
the year-to-date budget and reminded them that work on the FY 17 budget would start 
soon. 

 
Adjournment.  Don White made a motion to adjourn to a workshop with the Town Attorney. 
The motion was seconded by Martin Cates.  The motion passed 5-0. 
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